
Words from the Chair
Greetings all!!  We have been very busy this past summer with our Crime Prevention and many Fund Development projects. We are off to a great start with both programs and looking forward to the activities planned for the winter months.  This past October CAILC (Canadian Association of Independent Living Centres) held its’ AGM in Richmond BC.  Two staff members went as well as myself, and Karen Varey (Vice Chair).  It was a long trip for all, especially for our two representatives (Karen & Tabitha) who were flying for the first time.  Courtesy of June Emerson (Linda-Anne’s daughter) we have a short DVD of our trip out west for viewing.

 RISE in its’ wisdom made up 48 Stress Release Bags for this event. The Board Members of CAILC enjoyed the chance to laugh and relax for a few minutes, also Darrell, Tabitha and Karen gave out bags in their Substance Abuse Workshop.  The participants in the workshop really enjoyed a break to have a little fun and get to meet each other.

RISE – On The Move

RISE is on the move – we are at the Huntsville Mall every 4th Friday of the month. This is the chance to meet some staff members and Muskoka Volunteers.  We welcome the chance to meet persons with any disability, to listen, refer to other agencies that can assist you the road to Independent Living “IL”!  

We need more volunteers to assist in the Muskoka area, even an hour a month is acceptable.  Remember regardless of age, volunteers are always welcomed in Muskoka and in Parry Sound.

We hope to see a satellite office in the Muskoka area soon.  If you know of any office space available at a reasonable price or better, free, please let us know. 
Crime Prevention for Families with Disabilities

The Crime Prevention for Families with Disabilities project is based on a cross-disabilities philosophy —mental, physical, emotional, cognitive, chronic illness / diseases — hidden or visible disabilities.  The project  follows the philosophy of independent living in that disability is defined as any personal condition that limits someone’s ability to direct or perform activities of daily living.  RISE’s goal, and the goal of the project, is to raise awareness about the types of crime occurring within families with disabilities and how communities and professionals can work together to reduce these crimes.  The project will be guided by an Advisory Committee made up of service providers, consumers and stakeholders.  Anyone interested in being a member of the Advisory     Committee is welcome!

 The key final outcome of this project is a Resource Booklet that will provide tools and      advice to empower people to recognize acts of crime and abuse and to protect themselves against all forms of crime.  The Resource Booklet promotes and emphasizes the safety of       children and/or parents with disabilities and will be accessible to varying age groups through clear messages on crime, abuse and community  development.

The Booklet is currently in its first draft form with the following themes being reviewed by the  Advisory Committee:

Families in Canada – statistics, meaning of family, and broad   issues affecting all families.
An overview of various Disabilities affecting children and/or parents in Parry Sound/ Muskoka.
Abuse – physical, sexual, 
emotional abuse of children, women, disabled persons and long term affects.
Mental Health, Substance Abuse, Suicide and Trauma
Child Development
Parenting
Aboriginal Disability issues
The Importance of Fathers/Dads in Child Development
Bullying
Internet Safety
Following initial content review, the next phase of the project, currently under way, is to present the draft Booklet to professionals, service providers and agencies for their input.  The goal of this phase is to ensure that the content and key messages are comprehensive and inclusive to  clients. 

A concurrent phase is to hold workshops with consumers to ensure that the Booklet’s content is relevant, useful and reflects the crime-related issues affecting families and children with disabilities.  RISE anticipates holding two primary consumer-oriented workshops in Parry Sound and either Huntsville or Bracebridge so families with  disabilities can have their input.  A workshop in East Parry Sound – Powassan, South River or Sundridge, and one in north Parry Sound District – French River, Britt or Magnetawan will also be considered if there is  sufficient interest in the project and Booklet from consumers in these areas.

If you are a parent, child, community member or service provider interested in this      project, please contact Linda Sullivan, Project Facilitator to arrange for a presentation and/or a workshop on the Booklet in your community.

Linda Sullivan

Crime Prevention Facilitator

Canada Day Festivities

RISE took part in the fun on Parry Sound’s main street during the Canada Day Festivities.  Linda-Anne, Elizabeth, Tabitha and Darrell literally had to hold down the fort during the brisk breeze that day.  It was an exciting day as there were games, face painting, baseball throwing, duck races and caricature sketching being done.  RISE sold some of their new T-Shirts, buttons and smencils while handing out pamphlets and information.

Donations to RISE

RISE has received some donations which we would like to pass on to you.

LIST

3  Printers

5  Monitors

2  Keyboards

2  Scanners

If there is something that you wish more information on please call the office @ 746-6996. 

Celebrity Silent Auction

RISE held a Celebrity Silent Auction in September in joining together with the Royal          Canadian Legion Br. #117 during their Legion Week.  All were invited to attend on        Saturday September 23, 2006, the auction went from 11 AM to 4 PM.  Some celebrity items  included autograph photos of Richard Gere, Tiger Woods, Tim Allen, James Earl Jones and books signed by Henry Winkler and Dean Koontz.  It was a slow day until the very end when it got a little exciting to see who would have the final bid.  All in all we did pretty good for our first time.   Thanks go out to the Royal Canadian  Legion Br. 117 for their support.

Fall Book Sale

On November 25th of 2006 RISE will be holding a book sale; we are looking for donation of books whether they are fiction, non-fiction, adolescent, or children’s books.  If you wish to donate please call the office to speak to Darrell or Tabitha or just drop them off.                                                                                                                                               

The remainder of the books will be available at the office as a Book Exchange program.  Please feel free to come in and exchange your old books for some new reading  material during the long cold months of winter.  If you don’t have books to exchange you can give a donation for the books you wish to take. 

 Fund Development
We got off to a slow start because of the delay waiting for final approval from CAILC, but we have gotten back on track and are almost completely up to day with our goals.

 We have created and distributed RISE’s membership packages to new and continuing members.  We are still hoping to increase memberships more, so if you know someone who might be interested please pass along any information you can or have them call the office and speak to Darrell or Tabitha.

 RISE has joined the Chamber of Commerce's in Parry Sound, Huntsville, and Bracebridge,  We hope that this will increase awareness about RISE.            

We are in need of committee members to join us in creating a proposal for Court Support Worker and other fee for service projects.  If you wish to get involve in helping with these issues please contact the office for more information.

We are having a few Craft/Bake Sales in the next month for the holiday season, if you have any donations you wish to make please call the office and speak to Tabitha.  We are looking for volunteers for the tables as well as crafts and baked goods. 

Buttons, Buttons, Buttons

RISE makes custom buttons right here in the office.  If you are looking for a unique gift to give Gramma and Grampa this is it.  Have your child’s/ children’s picture put on a button so Gramma and Grampa can show them off when they are out and about.  Or if you have favourite pet you like to take with you everywhere you can have their picture made into a button.  Come in and lets see what we can do for you.

May 24 Annual Garage Sale

We were finally able to hold our Annual Yard Sale on June 10, 2006.  For many weekends we were rained out, but the sun     finally decided to beat the blues and show up for us.  It was a cold day but that didn’t slow down the diehard yard salers.  Tabitha, Linda-Anne, Darrell, Leona and Linda braved the cold for the day and in total we made $199.89.  There was a good turn out; they were pulling in from the street before we even had everything ready.  Thank you to all our generous donors who  donated their goods to us to sell.\
Remarks from  the Vice-Chair

Well it’s hard to believe that 2006 is almost over!

The year has flown by so fast!  I think the highlights for this year have been our move to a more visible and accessible location for our participants and staff.  This was also my first time attending the CAILC AGM in Richmond B.C.  I had an amazing time with Darrell, Linda-Anne and Tabitha (my roommate).  I found it great to network with other ILC’s from across Canada, and it was nice to finally meet all of the CAILC staff and Board members.  I   realize this year again that I serve on the greatest Board.  Everyone is more like family to me, and I enjoy helping out the  participants.  I’m looking     forward to the Court Support Worker program getting up and running.  My biggest goal is to see a satellite office opened in the Huntsville area.  RISE has an amazing Board, and staff, and I look forward to the year ahead.

Karen Varey

Vice Chair 

Did You Know???

For  persons with disabilities in Canada, there is evidence that suggests having home computer makes one more likely to be working at a paid job. 

The internet has a very positive impact on adults with disabilities who are online.

48% of adults with disabilities report the internet has significantly improved their lives, compared to 27% for their non-disabled peers.

52% of adults with disabilities report the internet has helped them to be better informed about the world, 44% feel more connected to the world, and 42% report the internet helps them to reach out to people with similar interest and experiences.

Solutions

CAILC and Independent Living Resource Centres (ILRCs) across Canada can help individuals, governments, and businesses’ to ensure the technologies they use are enabling.

Many ILRCs offer computer and internet access to the communities they serve.

The process of creating products accessible to persons with a wide range of abilities,            disabilities, and other unique characteristics is known as universal design.

Direct Funding Update

RISE continues to receive requests for information and application forms for the Direct Funding Program which provides funds to people with disabilities to hire their own attendant support staff.  This popular program is essentially full but people are encouraged to apply to impress upon the provincial government the need for the program and the increasing demand as the population ages.  The information about the program and the application forms are all available on line through the website www.cilt.ca or RISE office for information about the program and for peer support. 

Harvest Share

Parry Sound

Emergency Food Bank- 


Tuesday  9-12

Bread Available- Tuesdays

Harvest Kitchen - 


Wednesday’s 4:00 PM

Located at Bobby Orr  Community Centre

Pay-what-you-can with a minimum of $1.00

Lunch Bunch - 


Every Monday at 12:00 

Lunch is $.50 

Good Food Box: During the first two weeks of the month customers or coordinators of 10 bins or more can order and pay for their bin. The third Wednesday in Parry Sound and Thursdays in South River the bins can be picked up. Each bin will contain fresh produce, dairy and protein items.

Please call Gail for any information at 774-9111.

