New Branding 

CAILC has its’ new Logo with the       inscription  “Promoting a new perspective on       disability”.                                                                Our national organization took months of working, internally and with the services of a marketing                                                               organization, to     develop ideas.  CAILC then brought them to their AGM for IL Centres’ evaluation.  The new adapted ideas then were reviewed and the new Logo came together and was   approved by the Board of Directors. 

 CAILC has decided to have a “cooperative branding approach” which means that Centres that have well known and established Logo can interact their own and CAILC s’ to   enhances both!

Words from the Chair

Now that the weather is improving and walking will become a great emotional and physical past time, be sure to drop into our Office on Tuesdays and visit our new Book Exchange Centre, when your finished reading your book, bring it with you and exchange it for another.

It is great to meet you folks at the Huntsville Mall on the fourth Friday of each month.  It has given me as your Chairperson a chance to listen to your concerns and ideas and not only bring them forth to RISE but also to CAILC of which I am a Board Member at large for Ontario these last three years.

We are in need of volunteers to devote a few hours a month to RISE, and Board Members to devote a few days a month.  If you know of anyone please contact our office!

Crime Prevention Gets an Extension

The Crime Prevention for Families with Disabilities project is based on a cross-disabilities philosophy —mental, physical, emotional, cognitive, chronic illness / diseases — hidden or visible disabilities.  This perspective is in keeping with the Independent Living philosophy of RISE.   The final outcome of this project is the development and dissemination of a Resource Booklet.

The project has entailed extensive   literature-based research into various aspects of safety, crime, parenting,  coping and health-specific concepts and actions that parents and children with disabilities may find helpful in their daily lives.  Several themes have been identified and broken down into specific “chapters”.  The final Resource Booklet will be comprised of chapters featuring “fact sheet” type information that will make finding and interpreting information quick, easy and practical.

Examples of such information include tips on developing good coping skills as a parent, how to recognize if     someone is being abused and what to do to help, ideas for kids to cope with their disability and/or difficult       situation, how to stay safe on the    internet, a personal safety plan, mental illnesses and ways of managing/coping, a “best practice” fathering chapter,   bullying, Aboriginal disabilities and issues and information on critical   milestones in child development.  To complement the final development stages of the project, a Community Members Survey was developed.  The purpose of the survey was to garner local consumer input in the Resource Booklet and provide a personal, rural voice for the booklet’s issues and       content.   Surveys were distributed to a wide consumer and service provider base across Muskoka and Parry Sound as well as through our Board members and staff.  Final survey results are being computed and appended to the final report to the project’s funder following the           completion of the project in June.

Community sessions with service      providers and agency staff have been held over the course of the project to achieve input into the Resource Booklet’s content and intended audience.  

If you wish to receive a booklet upon completion please contact the office.

RISE Gets Charitable Status!!

RISE has received it’s Charitable Status from Revenue Canada!!    Finally we are able to write Official Tax Receipts for donations to RISE.  After many months waiting for the word to come, patience pays off.  RISE will now be going      forward with it’s Direct Mail Campaign in the coming months.  The campaign will feature a No-Show Event that     encourages donors to stay home in    

comfort while still supporting a great cause.  So when you see that colourful envelope in the mail don’t forget to take a look and send back your response.

Buttons!!

Are there any plans for a family reunion in the coming summer?? Maybe a       wedding, baby or bridal shower?  If there is and you want to make it a memorable one, call RISE and see about our Buttons.  We can custom make Buttons to celebrate your family reunion.  You can resell them to family who wish to take home a     souvenir of the great time they had.

4th Annual Garage/Bake Sale

On the 19th of May, RISE held it’s 4th Annual Garage/Bake Sale.  It took place   beside the RISE office building on the Beechwood Street entrance.  We had a beautiful day for our Garage/Bake Sale and lots of customers.  Linda-Anne,   Heather, Darrell and myself were hard at work at 7:00 AM putting all the items out.  People were stopping by before we were done.  Heather and myself donated some baked goods that went pretty fast, guess a lot of people missed breakfast.! RISE would like to say thank you to all the people who donated items for the sale     including: Phyllis   McEwen, Benjamin Moore/Living Lighting owners John Shadbolt and Kim Batten, Eileen O’Neil, Frank and Linda       Sullivan, and        Linda-Anne Thompson.  Thank you all for making RISE’s Annual Garage/Bake Sale a success, we   couldn’t have done it without you all.        

Many Thanks!!!!

COMING EVENTS

With the nice weather coming RISE is planning some great events.  

Canada Day Festivities will be held on Sunday July 1st this year      downtown Parry Sound.  RISE will hopefully be participating again this year, we had a great time last year    meeting new people and old friends.

Sometime in September RISE will be holding it’s 2nd Annual Silent Auction.  Items will include some celebrity pictures and items   donated from the Parry Sound businesses.  If you have any ideas or suggestions please don’t hesitate to call the office and let us know.  

RISE is still attending the Huntsville Place Mall every 4th Friday of the month.  If you are heading out shopping that day make sure you stop by our table and say hi.  We enjoy meeting new people at our monthly table.  

Coming this summer RISE members will be hosting a number of  Incredible     Shrinking Tea   Parties as a fundraiser.  The Party starts off with one host, seven guests socializing for afternoon tea and treats, each guest donates $5 to the cause.  The seven guests then host a party for six of their friends and/or family  collecting $5 from each of them.  Those six people then host a party for five friends and/of family, each party        decreasing in numbers until one host has one guest over, with each host collecting $5 from each guest.  We hope that if you are asked to join in this Incredible Shrinking Tea Party that you say yes and enjoy an afternoon with friends and   family.  

RISE AGM - Parry Sound

RISE’s Annual General Meeting will be held in Parry Sound this year.  Mark June 15th on your    calendars for the AGM and it will be located at the Friends in the Lounge.  

It will begin at 10 AM with a          presentation on Crime Prevention for Families with Disabilities, the nomination of the Board, and a lunch will be provided with the new executive meeting after.  

RISE is looking for new members and Board Members to join us in making a difference for those with disabilities.  If you know anyone who wishes to join as a member or as a Board member please contact the   office before June 8th.

News From Muskoka

Well here were are again, Spring has finally sprung! RISE has had great  success with having a table at the Huntsville Mall. We really have raised the Consumers and Participants awareness about who RISE is, what were about, and in general, the services we provide in Parry Sound and Muskoka. Peer Support has been doubled since I first started doing this service. We also are looking forward to our Court     Support Worker Program, being up and running. 

Linda-Anne did her first case in The Muskoka Region, and provided a    valuable and much needed service to her Client, which also included Peer Support! I also would like to invite anyone who knows of anyone who would be interested in joining our Board or Committee's to call Darrell or Linda-Anne at 1-800-634-6828 to   apply. As usual, I am looking forward to another great year with everyone at RISE! And an upcoming AGM in   Ottawa this year!       

Thanks,

Karen Varey                                            Vice Chair RISE
CAN YOU BELIEVE IT?

RISE began as an organization almost ten years ago according to our     records.  RISE was incorporated in October, 1998 and as mentioned below in the  newsletter, RISE received Charitable Status in  November, 2006. The RISE Board of Directors and staff are hoping to have a Ten Year           Celebration in 2008 and of course will be seeking input from consumers  who envisioned RISE and brought this organization into being. 

Although a celebration is in order I also believe we should envision where our organization  needs to go during the next ten years. How does RISE  become sustainable? How do we lessen our dependence on government funds? How do we continue to develop our organization in Muskoka as well as Parry Sound? What do we want to become?

These are hard questions but we need to explore the possibilities!

DIRECT FUNDING UPDATE

Although RISE continues to  provide information and         application forms for the Direct Funding Program, funded through the Ontario Ministry of Health, this provincial  program is full. No additional funds have been received from the          government for this year which is the only way the program can expand. In addition, a number of       consumers have needed          additional support which is     provided though this  program. The existing situation means the waiting period for a new        applicant to receive a call for a Selection Panel has increased to several years.

As consumers, RISE would   recommend the most effective way to see a change in this  situation is for you to contact your local MPP and make him or her aware of the need and to  request their support. It is       expected that the need for Direct Funding will increase as baby boomers age and wish to        remain at home as disabilities appear, resulting in the need for attendant support.

The Direct Funding Program provides a very cost effective way for consumers to remain in their own homes and receive the  attendant support they require. 

If you require support with    contacting your MPP please let RISE know and we will be happy to help.

